Blue Tango

In the 20-odd years of radio’s Hit
Parade only one instrumental se-
lection made the No. 1 spot.
(Lyrics were added immediately

the Harvard Band, and house
composer-arranger for the Boston
Pops Orchestra. Each of Ander-
son’s pieces for the Pops was a

by the prolific Mitchell Parish,
who had performed the same
stunt for“Star Dust,” “Deep Pur-
ple” and “Moonlight Serenade.”)
The composer of this phenome-
non was a onetime music teacher
at Radcliffe College, director of

miniature tone poem with a de-
cidedly popular appeal—*Blue
Tango,” for example, because of
its contagious rhythm and the sly
bit of fun that the song poked at
the deep-dipping dance style of
a generation ago.

Words by: Mitchell Parish Music by: Leroy Anderson

Tango tempo
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