THIRTEEN CAPPRICIO STUDIES

Eugene Bozza (1956)
edited for tuba by Todd S. Malicoate

The full title of this volume by Eugene Bozza is "13 Cappricio Studies (Very
Difficult) for Trombone." As the cover states, these 13 studies are highly technical in
nature and will require some SERIOUS woodshedding to put together. Each etude has
a general focus on one or two technical issues, with many others included for fun.
Issues include clef changes (edited out in the tuba edition), high register, tuplets,
chromatic runs and passages, rhythms and rhythmic patterns.

The series was composed by Bozza in 1956 and was dedicated to André Lafosse,
professor of trombone at the Paris Conservatory from 1948 to 1960. Lafosse was also an
accomplished professional player in Paris and recorded with Igor Stravinsky. It has
been suggested that he was the soloist for a famous 1928 recording of Pulcinella in
which the trombone soloist omitted the standard glissandi and instead played the
notes staccato. He also recorded Stravinsky's Octet for Winds as the trombonist around
the same time.

The reason for transcribing this set for tuba was obvious - tuba players benefit
from "stretching" their technique to the limit and this collection does that quite
effectively. The ranges used (when taken down an octave into the tuba domain) are
practical and the use of trombone-specific techniques such as glissandi is minimal. In
summation, this series of etudes makes a nice addition to the advanced etude
collection of any serious tuba student.
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