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TEXT

O salutaris Hostia

Quae coeli pandas ostium.
Bella premunt hostilia;
Da robur, fer auxilium.

Uni trinoque Domino
Sit sempiterna Gloria:
Qui vitam sine termino,
Nobis donet in patria.

Amen

St Thomas Aquinas (1225 — 1274)



PROGRAMME NOTE

O Salutaris Hostia was written for the Oxford based choir Schola Cantorum at the behest of
their patron Sir Alan Budd. The text had always appealed to me with particularly good
settings by an anonymous Renaissance composer and by Herbert Howells springing to mind.
My work is in a florid, polyphonic style with the declamatory homophonic opening
contrasting with the more polyphonic later material. The work is bound together by a simple
melodic phrase that occurs throughout, often as a characteristic suspension figure.

PAC



O SALUTARIS HOSTIA

PHILLIP A. COOKE (2008)

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS

(1225 - 1274)

for Mixed Choir (SATB)

(J=c72)

Maestoso; assai esspresivo
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