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Common Alterations

Added-tone triads

Common Alterations Sus chords

Triads

Seventh Chords

Ninth Chords

Eleventh Chords
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Thirteenth Chords

Notice that the dominant thirteenth chord (left) contains all seven tones of an F major (diatonic) scale. Other types of thirteenth 
chords may be created by altering members of this basic sonority. Chord symbols for these sonorities are created in a manner 
consistent with the principles demonstrated above.

Triad
Quality:

Chord member frequently omitted because of the 
dissonance it creates with another chord member. 
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LEAD SHEET SYMBOLS

or

Chord
Symbols:

Triad/
Seventh
Quality:

Triad/
Seventh/
Ninth
Quality:

Chord Member Names and Alteration Symbols

Interval quality:

Alteration name:

Alteration symbol:

Chord 
member:

Published in Stefan Kostka and Dorothy Payne, Tonal Harmony, Fifth Edition (New York: McGraw Hill, 2003) as Appendix B: Lead Sheet Symbols.

Accidentals apply only to notes they immediately precede.


