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Ken-P’s Japanese Pronunciation Guide with IPA for Singers by  Kentaro Sato (Ken-P) 

1. Vowels 

There are 5 vowels in the Japanese language and they are alphabetized as “A” “E” “I” “O” and “U.” Consecutive vowels belong to 

separate syllables, and there is virtually no diphthong when it comes to music.  

� Singing Japanese “A” is always “Open A [�]” as in “faather.” 

� Singing Japanese “E” is always “Open E [�]” as in “feetch.” 

� Singing Japanese “I” is always “Close I [�]” as in “feeet.” However, it can be modified toward “Open I [�],” when it provide 

unified vowel sounds.  

� Singing Japanese “O” is always “Close O [�]” as in “fooe.” However, it can be modified toward “Open O [�]” as in “aawe,” if it 

provides ease of pronunciation for singers in upper resister and/or forte passages.  

� Singing Japanese “U” is always “Close U [�]” as in “foood.” However, it can be modified toward “Open U [	]” as in “fooot,” if it 

provides ease of pronunciation for singers in upper resister and/or forte passages.  

� Japanese “N [
]” often treated as if it is a vowel, and it makes an independent syllable. 

2. Consonants 

B [�]� (bboy/sobb) 

BY [�]�  

CH [��]� (cchoice/cchop)

D [�]� (ddot/redd)�

F [�] (ffood/leaff) 

FY [fj]� (ffew/reffuge) 

G [�] (gguitar/legg) 

GY [�]� (ggas/ggang) 

H [�]� (hhike/hhit) 

HY [�]�������� (hhuman/HHuston) 

J [d����� (JJack/jjet)�

K [�]� (kking/sickk) 

KY [�]� (ccatch/ccat) 

L [�] (lleap/seall)�

M [�]� (mmall/teamm) 

MY [�� (mmusic/mmute) 

N [
]� (nnod/leann)�

NG [�]� (sonng/rinng) 

NGY [�]�

NY [
]� (nnew/nnewt) 

P [�] (ppot/lipp)�

PY [�]� (ppuma/ppuke)�

R [�]������]� Japanese R is “flipped R” 

RY� [������[���

S [ ]� (ssing/tosss)�

SH [��� (sshed/trassh)�

T [�]� (ttea/meett)�

TS [� ]� (Metts/lett’s)

V [!]� (vvictory/savve) 

W ["]� (wwater/wworry) 

Y []� (yyou/yyacht) 

Z [#]� (zzebra/posse)

� “F” “L” and “V” are only used for foreign-origin words.   

� If “NG [�]” and “NGY [�]” are difficult to produce, it is acceptable to use “G [�]” for NG and “GY [�]” for “NGY.” 

� One ccannot use “English R [$],” “Rolled R [�]” nor “German/French R [%] for “Japanese flipped R,” but ccan use “L [�]” for it.  
� Doubled consonants (EX. “a-ttta,” “a-ccchi” and “i-ssse-i”) indicate small stops between proceeding vowels. In my music, they 

can be sung without doubled consonants (EX. “a-ta,” “a-chi” and “i-se-i”) because they are already articulated by rests or 

staccatos. �
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